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MATT. x. 42. 


Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto One of theſe 
Little Ones, a Cup of Cold Water only, in 
the Name of a Diſciple ; Verily I ſay unto 
you, He ſhall in no wiſe loſe bis Reward. 


UR Blefled Saviour having ſpent the great- 
eſt Part of this Chapter in declaring to his 


Diſciples what Troubles, and Perſecutions, 
they ſhould undergo for his Sake ; takes Occafion 
from thence, in the Verſes before the Text, to ſhew, 
how we ought to behave Our ſelves towards Thoſe 
who ſhould fall into any Suffeerings upon ſuch an 
Account ; and how Great the Reward of our ſo do- 
ing ſhould be. He that rece:zveth you, ſays he, receiv- 
eth Me ; and He that recerveth Me, recetveth Him that 
ſent Me. He that receiveth a Prophet, in the Name of a 
Prophet, hall receive a Prophets Reward. An1 He that 
recerveth g_Righteous-man, in the Name of a Righteous- 
Man, ſhall receive a Righteous Man's Reward. And, 
Whoſoever ſhall give to Fink unto One of theſe little Ones, 
a Cup of cold water only, in the Name of a Diſciple ; Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, He ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward. 

I ſhall not trouble you with any nice Enquiry 
into the diſtinion which our Saviour, in theſe words, 
makes of Thoſe whom he therein recommends to 
our Charity, and Entertainment. Three ſorts of Chri- 

A 2 ſtians 
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ſtians he manifeſtly refers to in them, and ſpeaks 
of Thoſe in the Text, as the Jeaſt, and meaneſf, 
of them All. And yet even'of Theſe He tells Us, 
that Whoſeever ſhould give but a Cup of Cold water to 
drink, to One ſuch Chriſtian, in the name of a Diſciple ; 
that is, ſhould ſhery the leaſt regard to him upon this 
account, That He belongs to Chriſt ; He ſhould in no 
wiſe loſe his Reward ; 1.e. He ſhould be very highly 
Rewarded by God for it. 

Now this: being the Occaſron, and Import of theſe 
Words, T ſhall with Relation to both, proceed to 
diſcourſe upon them, in this following Metho; 

I. I will ſhew you, That thoſe who Profeſs the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, muſt expe& oftentimes to meet 
with Tryals, and Perſecutions, from Wicked 
Men, upon the account of it. 

II. That it is the Duty of every Good Chriſtian, 
according to his Ability, to afiſt and ſupport 
thoſe who ſuffer upon ſuch an Account. And, 

[H. That - whatſoever Charity we ſhall exerciſe 
towards ſuch Perſons, upon theaccount of their 
Stfferings , it ſhall turn to our great Atlvan- 
tage inthevther World ; where Weſhall be, in 
a ſingular manner, 'Rewarded by God'for it. 

I fhall fpeak, but very briefly, to each of theſe 
Points ; and fo'proceed to'that Application of them, 

which the preſent Occaſion requires'of Me. And, 

1. That'thofe who Profeſs ' the oy 

-muſt expect 6ftentimes to meet with Tryals-and 

Per- 
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Perſecutions, from Wicked Aſen, upon the account 
of it. | 

This was what our Sa7iovr expreſly declared to 
his Diſciplesin this Chapter ; and their own Experience 
ſufficiently convinced them of the Truth of his Pre- 
diFton. 

If we look back to the fir State of the Church, 
before the Converſion of the Empire to Chriſtiani- 
ty; what are all its Hiſforzes but the Records of thoſe 
Tryals which #s moſt eminent Profeſſors under- 
went for the ſake of it? What Torments they en- 
dured ; what Oppoſctions they met with ; and by 
what Deaths they perfefed all their other Sufferings ? 
When, '1n the Language of our Apoſtle, Every ane 
who would lsve Godly in ChriSt Jeſus, was ſure to ſuf- 
fer perſecution. Their Religian was their Crime : and 
there was no-choice left them but to renounce it, or 
to reſolve to ſuffer ; it may' be, to Die, for it. 

Nor did the Caſe become much better afterwards. 
'Tis true, (the Pretence of the Perſecution was alter'd : 
Men did not:;any.longer ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt, 
as they had done before. -But the truth of the Go- 
ſpel was/ſtill-perſecuted, tho' under another CharaFer : 
And the Sufferings which Chriſtians have brought on 
their fellow - Chriſtians, have not been at all leſs, 
than what had been inflicted upon them by their 
Common Enemies heretofore. | 

It 1s indeed a-moft aſtoniſhing thing to conſider 
to what a ftrange degeneracy the Spreit of Ciriftontd) 

$ 
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has fallen in this particular. That a Religion found- 
ed upon Love and Charity, and which breaths out no- 
thing more than Kindneſs, and Gentleneſs, in all its 
Precepts ; ſhould yet have become the Occafion of 
more Cruelty, and Barbarity, than ever any Religion 
in the World, beſides, had been. But that which is 
yet more Amazing, as well as more deplorable, is ; that 
Men ſhould make it a matter of Conſcience to the Prin- 
ciples of ſuch a Religion, to perſecute One another : And 
think that they do God Service, when they Dye their 
hands with the b/oud of His Servants. Yet to this de- 
oree of Fury have ſome Chriſtians, 1n theſe later Apes, 
arrived: And have thereby given Us but too Juſt a 
Ground, ftill to continue the Afertion I have laid 
down ; [That thoſe who will profeſs the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, in the Truth, and Purity of it, muſt expe, 
even in Chriſtian Countries, to fall oftentimes under 
the ſevereſt Tryals, for the ſake of it. 

How this barbarons, and bloudy Spirit, firſt got ad- 
miſſion into the Church of Chriſt, 1 ſhall not now en- 
quire. Certain it is, that as there 1s nothing more 
Unreaſonable, in the nature of the thing its ſelf, than 
to force Conſcience, and to perſecute men into a right 
faith; So 1s there nothing more contrary to all the 
Rules of the Goſpel, than to propagate its intereſts by 
Violence, and Oppreſſion. This the Primitive Chriſtians, 
conſtantly objefted to their Heathen Enemies. This 
all the Beſt, and Wiſe Men, have generally aflerted 
ever fince : And, even the moſt Perverſe, ſee the 

Rea- 
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Reaſonableneſs of 1t, when 1t comes to be. their own 
Caſe; and they are themſelves in danger of Suffering 
upon this Account. And yet ſuch is the ftrange par- 
tiality of Mankind, that we hardly any of us know 
how to ſet bounds to this Temper, when we have the 
| Power in our Hands. Wethink we have all a Right 

to perſecute Others, tho' none have any to return it up- 
| on Our ſelves. And accordingly, we do all, in our 

ſeveral turns, both Rail at Perſecution in Matters of 
| Religion , and yet continue to ſet up for it. 

But as this Temper has always been obſerved to 
prevail moſt on the Worſt Side ; (which is generally 
| found to make up with Violence, what it wants in 
| Argument : ) So of all:kinds of Chriſtians never have 
any been more ſcandalouſly guilty of this Barbarity 
! than thoſe of the Church of Rome; that diſhonour to 
# the Name, and Scourge to the Diſciples of Chris. 
| 'Whoſe Religion as it has a Great Allay of Paganiſm, 
init; ſo we ought the leſs to wonder if we ſee it 
! wholly ated by a Pagan Spirit. And of the Corrup- 
| tions whereof I ſhall, at preſent,ſay no more than this; 
{ that had we no other Ground than this to rejec it, 
even this alone would be enough to warrant us in 
our diſowning of it ; that ſhe has Glutted her ſelf 
with the Bloud of the be$-Chriſtians , and till con- 
tinues: to thirſt for more: And openly avows that, 
Principle, which I am now ſpeaking againſt, as 
Cruel and Anti-Chriſtian ; that Religion is to be propa 
gated, and maintain'd by th Sword, | 
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I ſhall not here enter on any particular Relation 
of thoſe Perſecutions, with which that Church has fil. 
led the Hiſtories of the whole World, for ſome Ages 
paſt: And of which not only Europe, but Afra, and 
America ; Infidels, as well as Chriſtians, have been the 
SpeFators. Blefled be God ! neither her Crueltzes, nor 
her Corruptions, are unknown to any of Us. It ſhall 
ſuffice to ſay, that as our Saviour Chri5t from the be- 
ginning knew what would happen to his Church to 
the very end of the World ; and foreſaw as well, 
what the Church of Rome 1n thele latter Apes ſhould 
do to it, as what the Jews aud Heathens weve at the 
beginning to bring upon 1t ; fo we muſt conclude, 
that in this Chapter, he referr'd indifferently toboth: 
And defigned no leſs to fortifie, and mſtrult us of 
theſe Times, how to behave our (elves under the 
Perſecuttons of Popery ; than to dire&this Apoſtles, and 
Primitive Diſciples, how it would behove them to 
manage themſelves, with Telation'to the Flzathen, 
and Jewiſh, Cruelty. 

Let this then be our firſt \Conclufion, founded 
on the foreknowledge of 'Chrit, and the Corruption df 
Humane Nature ; which hitherto 'we -are ſure has 
been, and we heve Reaſon to fear, will always 
continne'to be but too true ; 21z. That thoſe who 
'profeſs the Truth of Chriſtianity, -and will hold faſt 


to the purity of it ; muſt expe&t to meet with many Of 
Tryals, and Perſecutions from wicked Men, upon 
the account of it. I proceed, 


II. To 
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H. To ſhew ; That it is the duty of Ever 
Good Chriftian, according to his Ability, to af} 
and ſupport thoſe, who ſuffer on ſuch an Account. 
. » And that whether we confider them ( 18. ) Un- 
der the common Charafer of Chriſtians. Or ( 2dly ) 
under the' more particular Circumſtance, Of ſuffering 
| I for Righteouſneſs ſake. 
( 1 ) If we conſider Them under the Common 
Charafer of Chriſtians ; Even this alone will ob- 
lige Us not only to miniſter to their Wants , but to 
do it with a fingular deſire, and affeFion of Mind 
towards Them. God who has commanded Us to 
Do Good unto All Men ; has alſo commanded us to 6:.;..c. 
| Dv:it, /in a more eſpecial manner, to Thoſe who are 
of the Houſhold of Faith. There is a Brotherly Love Heb... 
required of Us by Chri#t, towards One Another, be- 1 joit1s 
yond what we are obliged to have for the re# of | 
Mankind : and which ought to diſpoſe Us not only 
| to a more tender ſenſe of, and compaſſion, for their 
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" Needs ; but, with that, to a more bountiful ſupply 
4 If of them. So that tho' a Chriſtian muſt Love his very was.4,. 
of Þ Enemy ; and Do Good to thoſe who deſpitefully Uſe 


bim, and perſecute him ; yet he muſt remember, 
ys that there 1s a difference to be made by him be-- 
0 i Oveen a Brother and an Enemy ; and he muſt as 
14 {much love, and do Good to the One, above the Other, 


as he 1s more nearly related to the One, than to the 
Other. | 


But 


B 
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But this is the leaſt part af! our Qdligatzan in the 
Caſe before Us : Which as it ſuppoſes the Suffering 
to be for the ſake of Christ s Religion, Bo will it, 

( 2dly ) Oblige us, in a more particular man- 
ner, to Relieve thoſe, who fall inta their diftreſſe; 
upon ſuch an account. FIo"m of 

In ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, nat to Afe# our 
Brethren, is to deny our Faith ; And the negle? we 
put upon Them, will fall not ſomuch upon Them 
as upon Him whoſe Diſciples they are;"and far whoſe 
Sake they ſufter. ron! i ron MN 

Hence'we may. obſerve, in all the antient Perſe. 
cutions of. the Church, with what an Officious dili. 
gence the Other Chriftians ftullattended upon, their 
Martyrs and' Confeſſors. ' How: they miniftred to 
_ themintheir Priſons, and Bonds : Went with themto 
their Judgments ; and would not leave them at their 
very: Sufferings. With what:'Zeol; bnd Readineſs, 
they furniſh'd them with ſuch things as-they: ſtood 
i need of : How they Encouraged: them 'm their 
Conflicts ; and ſhew'd their earneſt defire to partake 
with them in their Sufferings, .as they did: in the 
Cauſe for which They ſaffered, | d 

Thus they Confeſs d Chrift, by Owning of thoſe 
. Who were ' Perſecuted for their ' Confeſſhon of Him: 
Aud thus ought every Good Chriſtian to Confebs 
kim full: 'In, a publick War, if. any: One part of a 
Country be deſtroy d, it is but an A of Fuſtice for 
the reſt, to bear their ſhare in the loſs; and, to 

con- 
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contribute towards the Repair of the damage that 
as ſuſttind by: it. © The Caſe is, in reality, the 
fime here. We ate all Members of the ſlime Con: 
mon, Catholic , Church of Chrisf. If Per ecltion for 
the Faith ariſes, which part ſoever ſuffers, tis the 
Church that is perſecuted. And we ought to accout 
our ſelves'concern'd to bear our Share in the Fzals 


which our Fellow-Chriſtians Undergo, for the Com- 


| mon Cauſe of the Goſpel ; as We hope to be one day 


made partakers with them, in the Promiſes of it. 
Here therefore: is a duty, which not only Chri- 

ſtian Charity, but even Common-Juſtice, and Equity, 

oblige us unto.” - In this Caſe, to deſert our Bre- 


| thren, is to/bettdy onr Faith, And we ſhall, in effe&;, 
 Rovunce the Cateſe- for which they faſter,” 1f we re- 


fuſe to'purtable with them irr their Suſſerings. Butto 
Own and to Receive them ; to Chersfh, "1 Reheve 
_ and "hat as ferfering for the Canſe of Chri$t ; 
openly to joyn "wah thei in their Con effion 
had, as our Saviour men aſfares' vs, i we do com- 
municate'with then in their Affiftions, we ſhall #Ifo 
be made pirtakers with them of thetr Reward. _ 
"Which brings Me to the” Taft Point ] propolee'to 
(oF 
I'M. That whtatibever, Charity we ſhall exerciſe t6. 
- wards ſuch Perſons, upon'the arcount of their 
© Suffering#; it ſhall trirm'$6\our great Attvantage 
in the Other World; where we ſhall be, in'2 
Singulir Manner. Rewarded by God for it. 
B 2 There 
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There is hardly -any Virtue preſcribed to Us 
in the Goſpel, to the Praffice whereof ſo many 
Promiſes have been made by God, asto this of Cha- 
rity. In the Old Teſtament, it pleaſed God to en- 
courage the Jews to a liberal Exerciſe of it, by the 
Hope of a preſent Retribution that ſhould. be made to 
Them for it. And tho' undeft the Goſpel, ſuch 
Promiſes as theſe are not to be expeted ; yet has 
our Saviour Chri$t aſſured Us, that a plentiful Rever- 
fron ſhall be laid up for Us in Heaven, to reward 
_ of Charity that We perform. here upon 
Earth. 

An Eminent Argument whereof we meet with in 
the account which He has given Us of the hi 
Judgment : And in which He ſeems. to make the 
whole Iflue of our Acquittal, or Condemmation, in 4 
manner, to depend upon it.- For.having told us 
how he will then divide the-Sheep fram ithe Goats; 

Mare. xxy. #7 ſet the one on his Right Hand, and the other on his 

32,33 Left :. He thus delivers the Sentence which He will 

—34: paſs on both. He will fay to'thoſe on: his Right 
Hand; Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the King- 
dom,, prepared for you from. the beginning of | the WH ky 

—35: For I was an Hungry and ye gave me Meat.; Naked 
and ye Cloathed me ; Sick and m Priſon, and. ye Mini- 

—4r = PP me. But in ,"_ ſay to thoſe on. his Let 

nd ; Depart ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire, 

—4:, red for the Thai? and his Angels. rs, —_— 

and ye Fed me not ; Naked and ye Cloathed me not ;, Sick 
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and in Priſon, and ye Miniſtred:not unto Me. :Thefe 
are the: Sentences, which 'our-Savieur -Chriſt will 
pronounce, upon the Good and Bad-at the la$t Day. 
And from which if we may-not generally-conclude, 
that Our Charity is the only Thing-that- ſhall here- 
after be Enquited into, and-and be either Rewarted; 
or Puniſhed: for ever ; yet thus much we may cer- 
tainly infer, that it 1s one of 'the main Things by 
which/ Our Piety ſhall be;j of: And that he who 
has atrue:: Love: for this'N, and is '\upor; all 
Occafions ready to do all the Good he can: for him, 
ſhall hardly fail of being Accepted by God, as he 
will be ſure'to be gFnern y beloved of Men, for his 
Beneficence. tr prov 

But 4&* is-not- only-our Charity that ſhall entitle 
Usto 2 Reward, in the preſent Caſe ; tho' even 
that alone would be Sufficient, to make Good the 
Proniiſe-of the Text to Us. ;He who Relieves a 
Perſecuted Chriſtian, in, the Name! of a Diſciple; | bes 
cauſe he belongs to Chrift, and: ſuffers for 'his Sake ; 
ſhall be conſidered by God, not only for his Charity 
towards his Neighbour, but "for his Confeſſion of. Chriſt 
too : And have a part in #he'Reward, which the 
Other -is to Receive upon: the atcount of ſuck his 
Perſecution. 

And this at once both aſcertains, and encreafes the 
Retribution of ſuch a s Gy It renders it both 
more Excellent 1n its fe more Acceptable. unto 


God : Who as he a, in the firſt place, Reward 
thoſe 
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thoſe! who | Suffer for his ſake ; fo will he in. the 
Next, Conſider T hofe who Own them in their Saffer- 
ings , and extend their pi0:4s Beneficence to them, 
upon the account of them. | 
Hence we may obſerve, with what Extraording- 
Circumſtances, our Sawour Chrit delivers the Pro- 
miſe 'of the' Text to'this purpoſe. The Perfon of 
whom he ſpeaks, is'One of the lea of his Difci- 
ples ; 'the-meaneſt of any-that ſhould. be: called to 


a CO CCA —_————— 


fuffer for this fake.” "The: Charity,” in which the in- 


ſtances, is the' pooreſt of all Charities: A'Cup of Cold 
Water ; Such as the moſt indigent perſon is able to 
Give, - and hardly any can be ſo far Reduced, -as to 
ſtand in need of it. And yet even this little, con- 
ternptible atÞ of Charity," if done to-oneiof the menn- 
e&& of Chrift's Diſciples; in the Name of a Diftiple, 
ſhall net loſe i#s Reward. So' acceptable a'thing is 
it to:God to Confeſs him, in any Way; before Men! 
And :ſocertainlyſhall he who do's.it, be Glriufly 
Rewarded by him to alt Eternity. 7 6 fn nee 

And here then” let us. ſtop ; and from: the gene- 
rat *Confideration of the duty-propoſed:;, and: of the 
Great-Reward \which--it has*pleaſed Gor to /promiſe 
to the-faithful diſcharge of it; proceed to that Aþ- 
plication which his Providence has call'd Us;- at this 
time, to make of .1t. In.purſuance whereof, if the 
Principles already laid: down/be atlmitted,' ws thetrue 
meature both of our Duty and: Fatereſt, in this par- 
ticular ; then T ſhall need only te ſhew, that you 
have 
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have: here -2 proper Occaſion -pteſentgd to you,: to 
proFice the One, and. to adtance ther ther. - And 
that I fhall do in this following methgd, 

18. 1 will ſhew, That the Perſons: here Recom:- 
_ to. your Charity, are, andeed-the Dijailes af | 
Christ 

2dly. That they do ſuffer for Righteouſne&. fike 
And therefore, 

2dly. Ought, to: be: Canfideret, and \Relieved by 
Us, pon, the-account of fuch: their Sefferings.- 

And it#. 'That-thei Rexſans here Recorttmended 

-_ = Chuity, are indeed the Di/ciples af 
Chrt 9. 
This is:a Pant: * that] ſhowld. not have thought 
it needful ta nit -upon,: had not the Colammies of 
our Cammon Enemies obliged nie: ta it;'; But fince 
They. have: thowight fit agaim to Revive the maliczpres Monfcur 
Saunders: of their lenetant, and Projudiced Revylars ; Variations 
and to:fet:thtem ioff tothe Workd with all theadvan+ — A 
tape- that: their Wit, and Langaage, ; enabled then 
to.do ; It is neceſſary in juſtice to thele poor, perſe- 
 cuted Chriſtions, to place their: Hiſtory in 1ts true 
light; and\te expreſs our Charity towards them, as 
well by Vindicatiag their Reputation, as by Miaiſtring 
to their Needs. 
To take then this matter from the beginning : 
The Perſdns of whom we are now ſpeaking, are a 
Portion: of 'the Chriſtians of the Enangelical: Charabes 
of Piemant. The common Name'by which they-are 


moſt 
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moſt known, is that of Vaudots, or: Waldenſes : So 
Leger: called not from Peter Waldo, as has commonly been 
Egls E- ſuppoſed ; but from the place of their Habitation ; 
Vaſes 4 the Valleys under the Alpes j within Three of which 
teement: the Churches we are now ſpeaking of were compre- 
Als. %+ ended. 
chapaix. -, Who it was' that firſt planted the Goſpel in theſe 
Parts ; or about what time it was done, we can- 
not certainly tell. But as our Religion was propa- 
gated in the very times of the Apoſtles, into the 
Other Parts of {ly ; fo is it moſt probable that it 
was, not long after, ſetled here too; tho' by what 
Enangeli$t, we are not able to determine. 

- Chriſtianity being thus brought into theſe Parts, 
and that, nodoubt, inthe ſame parity in which it 
was generally taught in thoſe firft Ages ; continued in 
theſe —_ _ in Others, for ſome conſiderable 
time, 1f not free from All Corrwption ; yet at” leaſt, 
free from thoſe dangerous Errors, wh [eater 
began. to creep'-into: the World. But about the 
Eigth Century, the bufineſs of Image-Worſhip, added 
to ſome Other more Early Superſtitions ; began to 
diſturb the Peace of the Church, and to 'Enflame the 
Zeal of: the be$t Chriſtians to the Oppoſing. of it. 

Great was the Contention between the fem 

and Weſtern - Churches upon this Occafion : The 
vide Car. One, with' the 2d Synod of .Nice, - (by Them ac- 
nod. Parif. Counted a General. Council ) ſtanding' up inthe De- 
Tak" fence of Images; The Other, with that of Frank- 


ford, 
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ford , as ſtifly declaring acainſt the Worſhip of 
| Them. | 
Among thoſe who, in theſe Weſtern Parts, ap- 
peared in the defence of the Chriſtian Truths, none 
- was more Eminent than Claudius, the Learned, and ca. 


Tefht veri- 


Zealous Biſhop of Turin ; in whoſe Dioceſs theſe ni," 
Churches of the Valleys lay. The Point He began jd 


Ton. Aure!. 


with, was this of Images . But his Pity, and F earn- de Cult I- 


ing, ſoon carry'd him farther ; and led him on fins. 
both to the Diſcovery, and the formaticn, of (e- So 
| veral Other Abuſes, that had privily crept into 7" 
* thoſe Parts. The Invocation of Saints ; The Super- 
| ſtittous Uſe, and Honour of Relics ; but, above all, the 
| Groundleſs Pretence of the Popes Authority ; were 
the Chief Points againſt which he declared his 
Reſentments : And the Iflue of his Endeavours 
was, that tho' He met with much Oppoſrtion, and 
raisd to himſelf many Enemies, yet he went on 
 proſperouſly with his Undertaking ; and laid the 
- Foundation of that Parity of Chriftianity in his Dio- 
ceſs, which has ever fince been preſerved by theſe 
| Churches of the Valleys, to this very Day. 

Thus early began the Reformation of Religion ir 
thoſe Parts:: But that which: moſt contributed to 
the: future Security of it, was another Accident 
which fell out not long after ;_ and of: which it will 
therefore be neceffary for Me to give you a parti- 


cular Account. 


C in 
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er. as. In the firſt Times of Chriſtianity, ſo far was the 
cee'Sltb Biſhop of Rome from being thought to have a Ge- 


ii. tral. n.zeral Authority over the Whole Church of Chrift, 

Allix. Re that his Furiſdiftion did not extend to the neigh- 

chap. xii, bouring, Dioceſs of Italy its ſelf. His Authority 
was limited to a Certain Traff of Land about the 
City, called the Sub-urbicary Region ; Whilſt the 
Churches of Italy were under another Government , 
and Acknowledged the Biſhop of Milan for their 
Head. 

It cannot be doubted but that this muſt haye 
been no ſmall Grievance to the ambitions tempers, 
and deſigns, of the Biſhops of Rome : Who there- 
fore omitted no Endeavours to gain the Biſhop of 
Milan to their fide ; and to perſuade him to yield 

to their Authority. Yet ſtill that Church preſerved 
AG its Liberty for near 1100 © years after Chrift; 
xiv. Baron 1nd then by Artifice, and Faction, was either force, 
THE An. 1959 gr perſwaded to part with it. 
|." t happen'd about that time, that among other 
1:4 things, a Controverſy was raiſed between the Cler- 
1 145 gy, and People of that Dioceſs, concerning the Marriupe 
Wk of their Prieſts, To compoſe this, Pope Nicho 

| the IId. became a Mediator between them ; and 
" ſent Peter Damian, as his Legate, to manage the 
difference for him. And the Conclufion was, that 
tho' with much difficulty, and at the hazard of his 
Life ; the Cunning Legate carried his Point , and 
perſwaded the Byhop to ſubmit to him. 

Scarce 
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_ Scarce was this Aﬀair thus ended, and the Le- 
at well gone, before the Bi/hop began to perceive 


the falſe Step he had made; a reſolved, in 


the beſt manner he could, to recover himſelf out of 


the Snare into which he had fallen. In order where- 
unto, He called a Synod of his Own Province; dil. 
annull'd all that the Legat had done; and aſſerted 
the Rights of the marry'd Clergy. 

From hence began an Open Schiſm in the Church of 
Milan. The One part adhered to the Intereſts of 
Rome: The other, with their Arch- Bi/hop, ſtood up 
for their own Libertres ; and the Rights of the Cler- 
gy. And being for this deſerted by the Relt, they 
communicated by themſelves in a place called Pats- 
11a, and from thence were afterwards known by the 
Na ame of Patarines. 

To this Party, as that which had the Greateſt 
Right on its fide, the Churches of the Valleys joyn d 
themſelves. And being thus broke off from the 
Communion of the Roman Church, they kept them- 
ſelves free from the Corruptions of i it; and maintain- 
ed themſelves in ſo much the greater Purity, by 


; their Conſtant, and Earneſt Oppeſati 7ions to 1t. . 
It was not long after this, that Peter Waldo, of Leger 
whom [I before ſpake, began a Reformation of Reli. i __— 


gion at Lyons : Whoſe party being diſperſed, many * © *: 


of them choſe to retire for ſafety into the Valleys ; ; 
and thereby gave Occafion to the Vulgar Error, of 
' his being the firſt Founder of the Evangelical Church- 
es there. C4 Thus 
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Thus were thele Churches both betumes Keform'd; 
and Settled, and Secured, in their pure Profeſſion of 
the Goſpel. It would be too long to relate, what 
great Good was done, by their means, to all the 
other Churches of Europe. What Colonies they ſent out 
into France, Germany, Englan1, and even into Ita- 
ly its felf; to propagate the Truth of the Goſpel. 
From theſe Churches it was that our Wideff derived 
his Faith, and Knowledge. From theſe, the Churches 
of Bohemia were eſtabliſh'd. Here, in ſhort, was the 
Truth of Religion both Taught, and Maintain'd; till 
at laſt it pleaſed God to give it a free paſſage, and a 

18 larger Dominion ; by the Great Reformation which 
11% 'Þ was generally made in Europe, about the beginning 
of the laſt Century. Anno. 1517. 

Theſe then are the Perſons whom we now recom- 
mend to your Charity. They are a part of the moſt 
antient of all the Reformed Churches of Europe. Who 
TY 5% by breaking off betimes from the T yranny, and Com- 
Il {08 munion, of the Biſhop of Rome, were never at all in- 

| volved in the moſt part of thoſe Errors which that 
Church abounds with ; And from the Ninth Century 
downwards, have ſtood clear of thoſe, into which 
they were before fallen. 

I go on, 2ly, To ſhew ; That what they now 


Suffer, is for the ſake of the Goſpel of Chri8t. | 
I have before obſerved, that it was about the mid- ; 
dle of the xith Century, that the Church of Rome uſurp- 7 
{ 


ing upon the Autherity of that of Milan,occation'd a Se- 
: peration 
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ation of many of the Italic Churches from its Com- 
munion ; and of theſe of the Valleys among the reſt. 
And if we look back into the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of that Province, we ſhall find that from thenceforth 
they never enjoy d any Reſt from thoſe Violences, 
and Oppreſtons, which. the Malice and Intereſt of 
that Prond, Ambitious See, found means to- raiſe 
againſt them. 

To paſs by the Bulls, the Sentences, and Erxcom- 
munications which were continually thunder'd out vit con 


ctiLateran 


from the Vatican againſt Them : and the Effect of ;;. ma 
which many of theſe Poor Men ſufficiently felt, in 
the time of Pope Alexander the III. Anno. 1180 Gp: nav 
* How terible was the Decree of PopeLucin« the III. 5s. © 
againſt them ? Who not content to Excommunicate \;;; 
them for their Hereſje, and to invite the Civ! Go- 
vernment to engage on his fide againſt them ; 
obliged all Princes to take a Corporal Oath to make 
ſearch after them, and to uſe their utmoſt En- 
deavours utterly to extirpate them out of their - Do- 
minions. 

Thus their Tryals, and Perſecutions began'; but Cone i 
they did not ſtop here. - For what Lucius decreed! _ 
Pope Innocent the 1IT, took care to put in -yigorous Fro 
Execution. He renew'd* this Order againft them ; To>iv 
and Cauted dihgent Search to be every where made © 
after them. And to ſtrengthen the Churches Autho- 
rity; Pope Honorirs the FI, 'not only continued the 
lame Methol, but obtain'd - of the Emperour 
* Fre- 


LabbTo x 
P. 1504. & 
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*prederic. * Frederic the II, that memorable Ed:F, which is Rill 

i: confi. preſerved in the Feudal Law, againſt them. 

s. Conſt. But above all the reſt, moſt effeftual was the 

> ** Courſe which Gregory the IX. pitch'd upon, to de- 

(coz; ſtroy them. He ſetled the Inquiſition into an Efta- 
bliſh'd Offce againſt 'Them : and fo perfected that 
Defign which his Predecflor Iznocent the IIT, had 
{et on foot, for their Ruin. 

How thoſe barbarous Executioners of the Iniquity 
of the Romi/h See, proceeded againſt them, it were 
too long to Recount. Much they ſuffer d, both by 
their ſecret Proceedings ; and by their Open Vielences. 
| ſhall rather obſerve, that when this Method alſo 
proved too {low to anſwer the eager Defrres, and Ex- 

Leger. pecfations of their Enemies ; at length Pope Innocent 
Mu the VIIL. bethought himſelf of a more compendi- 
land. 1.» us way of doing their Buſineſs. He raiſed a Hol) 
War againſt Them : And ſent Albert his Legate in- 
to the Valleys, at the Head of 18000 Men, all 
bent with Zeal, and Arms, to their DeftruQi- 


On 


But from this bloudy Attempt alſo, it pleaſed God 
to deliver them : Who in deſpight of all their En- 
deavours, has continued them ftill Monuments of his 
own Mercy ; and for a Reproach of the Cruelty, as 
well as Corruptions, of their Roman Perſecutors. 

At laſt, Another Method was reſolved upon; 
and that fuch a One, as nothing but the miracu- 
lous Hand of God could deliver them from. A 
Con- 
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Congregation was Eredted, and fix'd at Turin ( the roger. 
Capital City of the Dukes of Savoy, in whoſe Ter- (4, 5." 
ritories the moſt Conſiderable Part of theſe Churches 
were ſeated ) for the Propagation of the Faith, and 
the deſtrufion of Hereticks ; ſo its Stile ran ; but which 
in truth was intended for the particular deſign, of 
Ruining the Churches of the Valleys ; as the Event 
has too plainly ſhewn. 
It was about the time of the laſt Jubilee, that 
this Deſign was unhappily formed againſt Them ; 
and it was but a very little while before they felt 
the deplorable EffeQts of it. Their whole Country Ec8e- 16. 


c 9. &c. Sir 


being ſo utterly ruined in 1655. and their Num- $mMor- 

bers ſo weaken'd-; that but for the preſent Interpo- of Piem. 1. 

ſition of almoſt all the Proteſtant Princes, and States, * 

of Europe on their behalf, they muſt have fallen 

under a final deſolation. But from this laſt diſaſter, 

that Part of theſe Churches which 1s now Recom- 

mended to your Charity, had the good Fortune to 

be preſerved : Who having, fome years before, anne. 

been united to the French Crown, as Dependents on 1423, 

the Garriſon of Pignerol, enjoyed thereby the Pro-J=ond&# 

techon of that State. Siri. Vol. 
What their Condition fince that time' has been, a **** 

the Severe Proceedings of that Court againſt all the 

Reformed Churches of its Dominions, may ſuffice to 

tell Us. I ſhall only obſerve, that being forced by 

the Perſecutions they ſuffer'd from their New- Maſters, 

to retire to their Brethren under the Duke of Suvoy's 


Go- 
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See theac. C(XOVErnment ; they accordingly bare their ſhare in 
harper the Great Colemitics which that Prince brought vo 


corion the Valleys * in the year 1686. 


3 Ox How their Preſent Circumſtances ſtand, His Ma- 
es jeſtres Letters. ſet out to you. They are bani/h'd 
from their Country ; forced to abandon their Houſes, 
and Lan1s ; their Friends, and Relations ; and to 
{eek for Refuge in ſuch other Places, as the Provi- 
dence of God, and the Charity of Proteſtants States, 
and Princes, ſhould provide for 'T hem. , 
And here then let us ſtop, and take a Short 
View of the miſerable .Condition of theſe poor, 
perſecuted. Chriſtians. ; and conlider. what: they have 
fa Fwd during theſe laſt -6o0 years, vPan, the ac- 
count of their Rehgron.' 

_ It 18. we refped the Cruelty of their [As 
What barbarous Slaughters have they Committed 
upon. them ? The Hiſtories are ſtill extant, and 

Hit, 5 ſome of them 1n our 'own Language, that convey 

v1:dos. the Particulars to Us: And they give us ſo lively 

Hiſ.of te a1 Frnage of the true Spirzt of Popery, that I. can- 
cg not but wiſh-they were in .the hands of Every 
potiem. Sober, and Charitable Chriſtian among us. 

5 & Thus much in General, I may venture to ſay ; 
That whether we regard the number of Thoſe who 
have ſafer d by their hands, or the nature, and gug- 
lity of their Sufferings ; Scarce did the whole Church 
of Chriſt undergo more in the Ten Heathen Perſecu- 
tions, than theſe ' poor Churches alone have under- 

| gone, 
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gone, from the more than Heathen Cruelty, and 
Inhumanity of their Romiſh Enemies. 

Nor has 24ly : The Injuſtice of their Suffcrings 
been leſs Evident, than their Syfferings themſelves 
have been Notoriouss To ſay nothing of the 
ſtrange Paradox, of Chriſtians perſecuting of Chri- 
ftians, for the Profeſſion of the Goſpel of Chri$. 
* To omit the [noffen/rveneſs of their Lives and Man- 
* ners; and in which their very Enemies themſelves, 


* after all the falſe pretences of ſome others of their Lg: 
Hift. 1, r. 


Party, have Gloriouſly juſtified Them. What 
can be more Unjuſt ; than for a People dwelling as 
it were alone ; ſeperated by Vaſt Mountains from all 
their Neighbours round about Them ; Content 
with what Nature furniſhes them withal ; and de- 
firing only to Live in Peace with their Nergh- 
bours, and in the quiet Enjoyment of a Good 
Conſcience towards God ; ſhould, for nothing, be 
| haraſsd, and oppreſsd : Hunted like Wild Beaſts ; 
| Perſecuted with Fire, and Sword ; -and treated as if 
| they were not worthy to live upon the Earth ? 
Nay but this is not all: Their Enemtes have 
not only thus perſecuted them without a Cauſe ; but 
againſt their Own moſt Solemn, and Sacred Engage- 
ments to the Contrary. They have broken the Pub- 
ck Faith ; Violated their Own Treaties, and Pro- 
niſes ; And effectually ſhewn how little Truth they 
think themſelves obliged to keep with thoſe whom 
they call Heretics ; whenever they can get a fair Op- 
portunity to deſtroy them. D And 
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And had their Fary, and their Maſtce, been'con- 
tent to ſtop at thetr Lrves, and Goods; 1t might the 
more eafily have been excuſed. But their Cruelty, 
and their Falſeneſs, have carried them beyond theſe ; 
whilſt to excuſe their own Proceedings, and beſpatter 
their Adverſaries ; they have, 

3d'y; Done, what in them lies, to murder the 
Reputation of thoſe whom they have Perfecuted-: 
and to render them Odio to the preſent Age ; and 
Infamous, and deteſiable, to all ſucceeding Generati- 
ons. 

Witneſs thoſe falſe Accounts which they have 
induſtriouſly ſpread abroad in the World, of theſe 
Poor Men. If we enquire into their Fazth ; they 
are Arians, and Manichees : that 1s to ſay, Monſters 
of Men ; and not worthy the Name, or Charafer 
of Chriſtians. If we conſider their Manners ; Their 
very publick Meetings are full of Luſt, and Debauch- 
ery: And they commit in them ſuch Sms, as ought 
not to: be once named among the Saints. And as 
for the Proceedings that have been made againſt 
them; They have been for their Sedition, and Re- 
bellion. They have drawn the fury of War upon 
themſelves, by their own unquiet Behaviour ; and 
and may thank their Own, undutyful demeanor 
to their Princes, for whatſoever Calamities They have 

ſuffer d from them. by. 

Theſe are the accounts which thoſe of the Roman 
Communion have delivered to the World of theſe 


poor 
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poor Chriſtians. 1 ſhall not need to fay that in all this 
they only ſet forth their Own Falſeneſs and Malice ; 
and publiſh to the world not what theſe Chriſtians are, 
{ bunt what they would have Men think Them to be. ; 
| Thistheir own Authors, have ſufficiently already done. 


' It isenough that we know who they are that give 
| us theſe Charaders, to enable us to judge what Cre- 
| dit is to be given to them: And that beyond the 
> Alps, among thoſe of their own Communion, We 
* our ſelves are ſet forth in as Black CharaFers, both 
” with reſpe& to our Faith, and Manners ; as ever 
theſe diſtrefſed Perſons have been Repreſented to 
: Us, on this fide the Mountains. The ſhort of the 
* Matter is, that both They and We, freely declare 
© againſt the Tyranny, and Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome ; and that 1s enough to warrant the Worſt 
: thatcan beſaid, to blacken, and beſpatter both T hem, 
* and Vs. 
| But I muſt not inſiſt upon theſe Matters ; but 
| having now more fully than I defign'd, ſhewn, both 
* Who the Perſons are who ask your Charity ; and How 
- they come to ſtand in need of it ; ſhall proceed, 
 3dly: And very briefly to repreſent to you 
What juſt Reaſon we have to ſuccour, and aſ- 
fiſt them; upon the account of Theſe their 
Sufferings. 
{ TF(18.)Y We confider either the Cauſe, or Au- 
 thors of their Perſecution ; it will from both appear 
o ; that we of the refe _— Religion muſt Support Them 5 
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or they muſt be left to fink under their Afiions : 
for We may be confident, that if we do not help 
them, No body elſe will. 

Were the Caſe here that of Chriſtianity in General; 
Did theſe Poor Men ſuffer by the Hands of Turks, 
or Infidels; One might then hope that the Common 
Love, and Duty, we all profeſs to our Bleſſed Sazi. 
our, and his Goſpel, might move every Church, how- 
ever differing in other Matters, yet to joyn toge- 
ther for their Relzef. But it is the misfortune thoſe 
for whom we are now concern'd, that they are per- 
ſecuted not by the Common Enemy, but by thoſe 
who are called by the ſame Name of Chriſtians. They 
ſuffer, not for the defence of the Goſpel, but for the 
maintenance of the 7ruth, and Purity, of it ; againſt 
thoſe who have either miſtaken, or perverted the 
Faith of it. And if We, who in this are agreed 
with Them, do not relieve them ; with what Rea- 
ſon can we expect, that thoſe whom they Oppoſe 
and by whom they are Perſecuted, ſhould help 
Them? 

Here therefore is a Caſe, in which the Argument 
of the Text returns with a double force upon Us. 
Theſe Perſons are not only the Diſciples of Chriſt ; 
but of the fame particular Faith and Communion with 
our ſelves. They are our Prethren not only as they 
are Chriſtians,but as they areReform'd too ; and which 
is yet more, They ſuffer for being ſo. They might 
have believed in Chriſt, and yet have continued 

the 
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the peaceable Enjoyment of their Country, and Poſ- 
ſeſſions. But they could not have continued Reform- 
ed without quitting them ; and therefore they readily 
forſook both. And ſurely the leaft we can do 
to teſtify our concurrence with them in this Pro- 
feſion, will be to extend our Charity towards them : 
And thereby to ſhew that We do own their Cauſe ; 
and account it ſuch, as deſerves to be ſufer'd 
for. 

But ( 2dly,) It is not only a Matter of Charity, 
but of Intereſt alſo to Us, to help, and relieve them : 
And that: is an Argument, which where it is once 
recetved, ſeldom fails of prevailing with moſt 
Men. 

It cannot be unknown to any among Us, what 
Endeavours have been uſed, and what projes have 
been laid, for theſe laſt forty, or fifty Years, ut- 
terly to root the Proteſtant Intereſt out of Europe. 
What Progreſs has been made by our Enemies to 
this pyrpoſe in Piemont,, Hungary, Bohemia, France ; 
ſhall I-add, and here at Home too, both- 1n Eng- 
land, and Ireland, is evident to all of Us. And 
had the defign ſucceeded, as it was verily believed 
and hoped 1t would have done ; I do not ſee what 
could have preſerved the Reformed Religion from a 
eneral deſtrution. 

But bleſſed be God ! Who in moſt of theſe places 
has diſappointed their Deſzgns : and we hope will, 
in the End, turn them, ( as he has already in part 
done ) 
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done ) to their own Shame, and Confuſjen. And has 
effeQtually convinced us, how neceſlary it is for us 
to wnite together in Intereſt and Aﬀetien, againſt our 
Common Enemies ; 1f ever we mean to ſupport Our 
 felves, and our Cauſe, from Ruine ; by their unwearj- 

ed Malice, and Indefatigable endeavours againſt 
Us. 

It is but a little time fince we were called upon 
to receive thoſe of the Reformed Church of France in- 
to our Boſoms. By doing of this we have preſerved 
ſo much of the Proteſtant Intereſt from ſmking. And 
all that their Perſecutors have gained by their Cru- 
elties aginſt them 1s but this, thatthey have forced 
them to change their Country ; but have not at all 
leſſened either their Zeal for their Region, or their 
Ability to defend it. 

We are now invited to preſerve the Remazrns of 
the fame Church, and of ſome of thoſe of the Val- 
lies of Piemont with Them. A Flock little in-Num- 
her, but of Great Worth : And ſach as we cannot 
* ſuffer to Periſh, without fixing an Eternal Infamy 

upon our Names, for our Uncharitableneſs. 
' Whoſe turn it may next be to fuffer in this 
Cauſe, we cannot tell. This we know, that be it 
whoſe it will, Our Charity will have -its Reward 
with God ; and give a Good Example, and En- 
couragement to the Church of Chrift. We may, by 
what we do for theſe poor, perſecuted Men, pro- 
long our Own Tranquility ; and ſo meet with a Re- 
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ward on Earth. But though we ſhould not ; yet 
this we are ſure, that we ſhall hereby purchaſe to 
our ſelves an Inheritance in Heaven. Our Unrighteous 
Mamon, ſhall prepare for us an eternal Habitation. 
What we tow give for the fake of Chriſt, and to 
his Diſciples, in his Name; he will one Day return, 
as if we had done it unto Himſelf : And Verily I 
ſay unto you, ye ſhall in No wiſe loſe the Reward of it. 
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BOOKS Printed for R. Sare at Grays-Inn-Gate in 
| Holborne. 


'T He Genuine Epiſtles of the Apoſtolical Fathers St. Bars. 
bas, St. Ianatins, St. Clement, St. Polycarp, the Shep. 
herd of Hermas, and the Martyrdoms of St, Ignatius, and St. 
Polycarp; Written by thoſe who were preſent at their Suffer. 
ings; being together with the Holy :Seniprtures'of the New 
Teſtament, a compleat Colle&ion of the moſt Primitive 
Antiquity for about 150 Years after Chriſt ; Tranſlated and 
Publiſhed with a large Preliminary Diſcourſe, relating tothe 
ſeveral Diſcourſes here put together, 8*. 

The Authority of Chriſtian Princes over their Eccleſiaſtical 
Synods aſſerted, with Particular reſpett to the Convocations 
of the Clergy of the Realmz-and Charch'ef England. Occa- 
ſioned BY tie PamphlertIntituled, A Letter to aConvocation 
Man, $*: | - Sub od 

An Appeal to all the True Members of the Church of Exy- 
£1and in behalf of the Kings Supremacy,as by Law eſtabliſhed; 
by our Convocations Approved, and our eminent Biſhops 
and Clergy-men Stated and” Defended, againſt both the Po- 
piſh and Fanatical oppoſers of it, 89. 

A PraQtical Diſcourfe concerning Profane Swearing, eſpe- 
cially - the two great Points of Perjury and Common Swear- 
INg, 6%, _ | 

"The Principles «of the'Chriſtian Religion Explained, in a 
brief Commentary upon the Church Catechiſm, 8*, 

A Sermon at the Dor/etſhire Feaſt, 1690. 

Before the Queen at Whitehall, May the 1oth. 1691. 

Before the Lord Mayor, November 26th, 1691. 

At Grays-Inn uponthe Death of the Queen. 

At St. James's upon the Thankſgiving. 

Theſe Ten by Dr. Wake. 

Fables and Stories Moralized, being a Second Part of the 
Fables of op, and other eminent Mythologiſts, &c. Folio. 
By Sir Roger L'Eſtrange. 
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